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Apri.l 29, 2011 

.CS/CS/SB 2086 by Senator Oiaz' dEL la Portilla' provi<;ie!3 
. a cbange to Section 101. 657,. F. Sol" qh,ap.gi"ng early' 
voting from.beg.:Lnni.ng·on the 15th ciay pefore the 
E!lectionto the 7th. day before the elec'tion~ During 
the l'ast:; two Gen~ralElections E!arly voting has been 
a tremendoUs'successin Florida and the. 'voters ·have . 
responded by voting'. iIi s'ig:nificant ·numbe·rs·. duri~g the 
time aliocated~ . The· Fi6rfda.Sta'te ASsociation' of 
Supervisors' of Electiol;isbeXi.$ves that irtaintainihg: 
the 15 -clay ti,mefr~e' best .. serves' the' voting· ptil::!lic.' .: 
Jis always, we also strongiy .support added·.·fJ .. e~ip~J,ity '. 
on the tyPe~ o£ ~ocations we may. use' for:' early voting' 
to ·bette·r.serve . voters. . .., 

nuri.ng the "senaee . Budget Comtni·ttee. meeting. on Aprl.·l 
20, amendments were. suggested which' 'wquld . guarantee· 

. tha't th,:e current timeframeot 96. 'hOltrs .would he 
maintained, however be proviqeq for in. fewe.r days_ 

. Since' thatmeeti~g, a·ri~er o'f.prop.osals·.·concerning 
. this. issu.e· have surfaced. An ini~i~l' .est.imat;e:.:l:r.om 
several counties indi.cat::esthat due .. to· overt:iin.e and 
other. assodiated ·eXpenses,:. ,this 'proposal' will 
increase costs to counties. In the event that.a 
shortened early .. voting timefr.ame is adopted, 
providing counties with. greater. flex·ibil.itY in 
lQcat·:i,ons. aIid hours of early V'oting: is.·critic~l: . 
Th.is 'wpuld' 'g;i..-ve: counties. the ·.·iibiii.ty· to bett.er manage 

. and limit cQs.tincrea$e.s.~· .' '. . . 

FsAs.E h~s .~i9n:i,fic~nt "concerns :with' other' parts'of" 
the b.ill:, whi}:!h·ar~· speci!ied"pe:J,ow:" . "::. 
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·Sect·ion i .. ' ,speG:ifies that it. is the ·~espansibili·ty· of the" 
" ·Be'cret:ary. af Sta,te .to· provide:directipn and opinions to. . 
~uP~rvisors' 0:1: elections' in. the. per'fo;rntaI'?-ce ~of ·their·o.ffici~l 
duties.' The' Depa;r1;:.ment .of .State, .": like .. any at:l1erstate age~cy"." . 
·.has ·the.abiiity to'adopt rules, 'provide dec1.aratbiy statements~·· 
"i~suebin<i"in,g .advisory "opinions .cone.eming-· theFlc)];id~ Ele:ct·io~. 
Code·.and its rules and under' Section .97 ;012 {.14), ·.FrS" 'to' 
enforce ·the .perforInar.tce of duties' ~f' 'SuperVisors 'C;;f ~l·ections·· py. 
filing a l'egal action and.·rece·iye· an· imnle~iiate; l1earing, .if such .. 

·as. required. Prior' 'to ·;f·iling an action, the' sup.ervisor· and the . 
Depar~ment a,re' to. 'meet, confer· and: niak¢ a good faith.' effort to.'. 
'resolve the issues~ .': Therefore.,:thls ~uthoritYis ·umie¢essary~·. '. 

sec.~ion 'IL' .This~evise~' the" :v-o·te:r:· .hist6rY . arid . ~iec.i~ct ... :i.e~e:l '. . . 
. ' resuits . info~tr6n' reqUired to 'be: rep·oited. :to th.e. pepartm~nt· of . 
"S·tat,~ ... '. ~eqUir;i.ng the repoJ;ts f'ollowing ·a priJllary eI.ection will" '., 

.: 1rtterfere and disrupt· V'6tihg~d. election administration;' ~f :the .: . 
general': el¢ction.· . .: . " . .... . :'. ..: .. , ::.: .. 

·Se.q~io~ 26'~ ." Tl1is. re~6v~s· :the . a:bil.1ty of' a: vote~ to '~h~g~ th~ir ~ ' .. 
"addres~ a.t· tl;1e pol.ling plac~ if" they· ha:v::e· moved: ·frqm: one: 'courity" ..... 
to. ·~not,her.· This 'will: result·· in t~oU$.ands bf .addi~~C?i1ai· ." .' . ~ . 
p::c;ovisional bal1o~s,. which: are requireq. t9' h~'qanVq,ssed by ·tio~n .. 
ori" the 3rd "(prin\ary.}" o:i;:" 4th '. (gE?-neral) day after the :el.e¢t;ioD.., and" 
·s.i·gn1.fi:cant .del.ays at ··the po~ls·.· There. a.J;'e. ne r~por·ts of, 

.. wideBpre~d abus.e oJ;" double voting. This' will" significantl.y 
:¢i~lay. election results.' . '. 

""Seation.3.5. Thi$ am~ndnient requires t:hat p.on-milita~!overseas 
" ¢sentee )allo-ts b~gin.·:beii:ig· maiied i:>eitween' the '35th and 2.Bth '. 

d~y' pef.ore ·the· el·ection.· This wilT. delay .the ~ailing' of.'· 
absente'e' balJ:ots . to ·some. voterS? . . 

Bect;f.oIl '37'. . This .reC,rU.ire.s . that·: ear1.y '. vo.~ing· "be.gin· seven.' days 
.'. "JJe'fore 'the e1.ection~ . r~tl1er t~ari:,:15. While,.' this: maio be worka:1::>le. ':. 

;w;i;th . respect. to primary ,:elections,. not . haying. t]:ie' lS-:-Qa-.y".. : . 
. timeframe for the .·General" Election ·could result. ·:b:i.·· crowding' and 

... co;n~tiSi6n at early voting sit~iI ~d .QD. Electi6n Day' at the '.'-
p.r~ciricts. ··.Maintaining 15 days ior the.·Generr;il.·· E;lection is.'···: 
'imperative tp' a. smooth; Genera;J.. Election ihthe state'" ". ." '. 
·Fl.e~ibiii ty . in choosing '. :early voting. Iodations' is: c.ri tical'~ .. 

."Section 41.' '". ReqUiring the canvassing' Borid :t:·a.report all: eaxlY·. 
. voting 'and tcibulated aPsentee.results' :withitt '30 .millUtes· of .~io~e 
" . of the' pO'iis may not .. b~:!. funct;ior,lally..·po"ssible. i.n. certain ,.." . 

counties under. tbeir current pro.dedares ... "" . Requ~ri.n.g' r:ep'orts at .. : . 
. least' .every. 45' m;l.mites· w.ill be .inc¢nslstE!~t· with . the. ac.tual· , . 
·reblrn. of .. ballots., ". " .. . . . .. ..,.... ..... . 

.. S.ect.ion 45.. P~epar.ation for· 'the l?:resident.:LaJ;·· pi:efer~h~e . Primary 
. ' .. ::requ:.~res;· .an . ~xtended. periqd . of t.ime ;fO;r-. prqp.er plami;i,n~ii . . 

. inCluaing. idem:tifying . and contracting . with . Pol1irig .. places. . A 
'. " 90·:day. notification by the selectioti :Committeew~u:ld bo:t be 

suffiC.ie:nt to· allo.wfor proper.prep·ara~ibn~, 'I'4e October ·1·. 

: . ·.deadline . 'shou~d' move¢! to an ·earlier .. date '. 
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