
H. R. 2447 

(9ne iRundred ~l\1clfth ~ongre55 
of the 

iinitcd ~tgte5 of gmcrica 
AT THE FIRST SESSION 

Begun and held at the City of Washington on Wednesday, 
the fifth day of January, two thousand and eleven 

To grant the congressional gold medal to the Montford Point Marines. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of 
the United States of America in Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. FINDINGS. 

Congress makes the following findings: 
(1) On June 25, 1941, President Franklin D. Roosevelt 

issued Executive Order No. 8802 establishing the Fair Employ­
ment Practices Commission and opening the doors for the very 
first African-Americans to enlist in the United States Marine 
Corps. 

(2) The first Black Marine recruits were trained at Camp 
Montford Point, near the New River in Jacksonville, North 
Carolina. 

(3) On August 26, 1942, Howard P. Perry of Charlotte, 
North Carolina, was the first Black private to set foot on 
Montford Point. 

(4) During April 1943 the first Mrican-American Marine 
Drill Instructors took over as the senior Drill Instructors of 
the eight platoons then in training; the 16th Platoon (Edgar 
R. Huff), 17th (Thomas Brokaw), 18th (Charles E. Allen), 19th 
(Gilbert H . Johnson), 20th (Arnold R. Bostic), 21st (Mortimer 
A. Cox), 22nd (Edgar R. Davis, Jr.), and 23rd (George A. Jack­
son). 

(5) Black Marines of the 8th Ammunition Company and 
the 36th Depot Company landed on the island of Iwo Jima 
on D-Day, February 19, 1945. 

(6) The largest number of Black Marines to serve in combat 
during World War II took part in the seizure of Okinawa 
in the Ryuku Islands with some 2,000 Black Marines seeing 
action during the campaign. 

(7) On November 10, 1945, the first Mrican-American 
Marine, Frederick C. Branch, was commissioned as a second 
lieutenant at the Marine Corps Base in Quantico, Virginia. 

(8) Overall 19,168 Blacks served in the Marine Corps in 
World War II. 

(9) An enterprising group of men, including original 
Montford Pointer Master Sergeant Brooks E. Gray, planned 
a reunion of the Men of Montford Point, and on September 
15, 1965, approximately 400 Montford Point Marines gathered 
at the Adelphi Hotel in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, to lay 
the foundation for the Montford Point Marine Association Inc., 
16 years after the closure of Montford Point as a training 
facility for Black recruits. 
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SEC. 3. DUPLICATE MEDALS. 

Under such regulations as the Secretary may prescribe, the 
Secretary may strike and sell duplicates in bronze of the gold 
medal struck under section 2, at a price sufficient to cover the 
costs of the medals, including labor, materials, dies, use of 
machinery, and overhead expenses. 
SEC. 4. NATIONAL MEDALS. 

Medals struck pursuant to this Act are National medals for 
purposes of chapter 51 of title 31, United States Code. 
SEC. 5. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS; PROCEEDS OF SALE. 

(a) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.-There is authorized 
to be charged against the United States Mint Public Enterprise 
Fund, an amount not to exceed $30,000 to pay for the cost of 
the medals authorized under section 2. 

(b) PROCEEDS OF SALE.-Amounts received from the sale of 
duplicate bronze medals under section 3 shall be deposited in the 
United States Mint Public Enterprise Fund. 
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